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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: pg 4 ? l n 
25, "annular flange 13" should be - annular flange 18 --. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The "one additional circular aperture" is unclear, because claim 1 does not recite a 
circular aperture. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action- 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5*8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wiley (part of record, '147). 
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cl. 1= quick change mechanism (10) comprising: a shaft (22), tool implement (blade 
18), stabilizing washer (44), threaded fastener (46), capable of passing through the 
hole of the blade as shown in fig 7; 

cl. 2: the washer has a non-circular profile & the blade includes an aperture; 
cL 3: the washer has a central hub & arms (fig 6); 
cl. 5: the shaft is internally threaded bore (fig 7-8); 

cl. 6-7: implement being saw blade / lawnmower blade (note: n o additional 
elements recited to prevent the blade 18 to be used as lawnmower blade); 
cl. 8: see 112 2 nd Rejection above. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tygh, JR (part of record, '824). 

cl. l: quick change mechanism (fig 2-5) comprising: a shaft (50), tool implement 
(blade 10), stabilizing washer (adapter 34), threaded fastener (62), capable of 
passing through the hole of the blade as shown in fig 5, i.e. when ref 40 & 28 are 



cl. 2: the washer has a non-circular profile & the blade includes an aperture (fig 1, 



lined up; 



2); 



cl. 3: 



the washer has a central hub & arms (fig 2); 



cl. 4: 



the shaft is externally threaded bore (fig 4); 



cl. 6- 



implement being saw blade / lawnmower blade (note: no additional 



elements recited to prevent the blade 18 to be used as a saw blade); 
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cl. 8: see 112 2 nd Rejection above. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. See form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Arpad Fabian Kovacs whose telephone number 
is 571 272 6990. The examiner can normally be reached on Mo-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571 272 6998. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/524,575 
Art Unit: 3671 




Arpad Fabian Kovacs 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3671 



AFK 



